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How do elementary school teachers teach living environment studies?
—From an analysis of a questionnaire targeting first- and second-grade
classroom teachers at elementary schools —
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Abstract: The purpose of this paper is to clarify how elementary school teachers teach living environment studies
from an analysis of a questionnaire targeting elementary schools’ teachers. As a result, the following two points were
clarified. First, focusing on a regional and school environment, there are three conditions that can make it easier
to incorporate inquiry learning into the living environment studies: schools in the major areas, a small number of
students in classes, and second-grade students. In addition, the three conditions that make it easier for learning in
which students think for themselves are that the schools in agricultural, forestry, fishery, and industrial regions, that
the number of classes in schools is small, and that the number of students in classes is large. Second, when focusing
on the experiences and qualities of teachers, the three conditions that can make it easier to incorporate inquiry
learning into the living environment studies are that teachers are older, that teachers have a longer time to prepare for
classes, and that teachers are good at teaching social studies. The only condition that makes it easier for learning in
which students think for themselves is that teachers are men. From the results of the above analysis, it was pointed
out that when we discussing how it is desirable to teach living environment studies, the situation of the community

and schools, and the influence of the experience and quality of teachers need to be considered.
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