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Research conducted on“dawning era”’nursing educators and
their conceptions of university education of nursing.
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Abstract : The establishment of nursing colleges in Japan increased rapidly in the 199%. University
education forms a part of the bachelor degree education program and nursing fell under the rubric of
a profession. Under such circumstances, it is important to understand how a university education was
perceived/understood by faculties in a real university setting and to ask how methods of education have
changed. Based on interviews with nursing educators who took an active part in the dawning era of
university education of nursing, this research clarifies the participant€ontemporary values and what
they deliberately changed in order to distinguish themselves from standard vocational technical schools.
This research was conducted in order to obtain helpful suggestions for faculties who bear the burden of
a university education of nursing, while investigating the challenges associated with current nursing
education programs at universities themselves. Three major categories were extracted from the results:
[Confidence in Nursing Science Exists], [There is a Perception that the Undergraduate Program is Part of
a Larger Structure that Includes Graduate School], and [A University Nursing Education Environment
was Established]. The participants, who were nursing educators during the dawning era of university
education of nursing, valued the conviction that there was an independent Nursing Science from the very
beginning. These participants, who systemized Nursing Science and made efforts to convey nursing as
a science, understood that the type of school is not relevant to teaching Nursing Science. The structure
of a university education of nursing as a whole should include graduate school. However, it is the
undergraduate program that is considered to be the primary education for nursing professionals and is
seen as most important in the training of good practitioners. This research formally points out that it is
necessary for nursing educators to continuously adopt a standard of exploration in further developing the
nature of nursing.
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