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Awareness of disaster measures and need for disaster care-giving
education in facilities for the aged

—From a survey of caregivers in A prefecture special nursing homes for the aged
(Report No. 2)—

Tomoko MATSUHASHI, Teruko MURAKAMI
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Abstract: This research aims to understand the awareness of disaster measures and disaster care-giving
education in facilities for the aged. Anonymous written questionnaires were given to 480 professional caregivers
in 96 special nursing homes for the aged in A prefecture. Completed surveys were received from 263 individuals
and the following points were determined:

1. 36.5% of those surveyed had disaster related experience, and many indicated earthquakes as one type of
disaster they have experienced.

2. 91.6% of the institutions were conducting two or more emergency drills per year. These included
“evacuation drills,” “drills for various disasters,” “fire extinguishing drills,” “communication drills,”
“emergency food preparation drills” and “first aid drills,” with 97.3% answering that the drills can be
utilized effectively. Furthermore, disaster prevention manuals were provided in 91.3% of facilities. However,
14.6% did not read them.

3. Grasping the situation for disaster prevention organization and related equipment, the name recognition
of “the connection organization at the time of disaster generating” and an “evacuation route” was high,
and any significant difference by care work experience was not seen.

4. As to feelings about a disaster or disaster prevention, it was mostly raised in the order of “uneasiness,”
the “necessity for training and daily preparation,” and “improvement in awareness of disaster prevention.”

5. 79.1% of caregivers acknowledged the need for better disaster care-giving education of care worker
training facilities. 73.8% of caregivers acknowledged the need for disaster care-giving courses in facilities
for the aged, but 27.8% had already taken a course for disaster preparation.

Key words: facility for the aged, caregiver, disaster measures, disaster care-giving education
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