ARBEICB TS 854 TF 2=y 7 KB IRICE 2 % 2
— BT A O B R AR - ORI - W T o = — OB A S —

SBE Y ME &y phk ST HBH O ATy MRS

The effect of dry technique and bathing on neonates observed at hospital A

- Skin moisture retention, measured body temperature, and bacterial colony count in neonates -
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Summary : A study was conducted to determine the effects of dry technique (DT) and bathing on neonates
at Hospital A as measured by such parameters as skin moisture retention, measured body temperature, and
bacterial colony count. The following results were obtained: 1. Moisture retention on the upper abdomen
tended to improve over time. When an optimum temperature or a humidity level of 40% to 49% was main-
tained in the newborn nursery, moisture retention on both the upper abdomen and the dorsum of the right
foot, in the DT group, tended to worsen. 2. No difference was observed between the DT and bathing groups
in body temperature, variation in measured body temperature, or weight loss. 3. In the DT group, there
were more cases of periumbilical redness and skin rash, and the mean bacterial colony count increased over
time. A significantly greater mean bacterial colony count was observed in the DT group, especially on day 2
after birth. 4. Between the DT and bathing groups, no significant difference was observed in the incidence of
eye discharge, time of umbilical cord detachment, rate of weight loss, or frequency of breastfeeding on the
day . 5. Neither DT nor bathing had a significant effect on body temperature, moisture retention, develop-
ment of eye discharge, umbilical cord detachment, rate of weight loss, or frequency of breastfeeding in
neonates, but each significantly affected the development of periumbilical redness, skin rash, and bacterial

colony formation.
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