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Study on students’ viewpoint of learning in elderly people’s understanding
Yumi TAKADA, Mieko SATO, Mayuko ONO, Emiko OGISHI
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Abstract : The aim of this study was to elucidate from what viewpoints first-year nursing students have in
understanding elderly people. We gave the students assignments to hold interviews with their closely related
elders, people such as grandparents and ask them about their living conditions and histories, and then analyze 116
submitted reports. Multiple researchers qualitatively evaluated the students’ viewpoints for learning in these reports
and identified eight such viewpoints of learning.

The students’ ethical sensitivities were enhanced by ‘learning as interviewers’, allowing us to confirm the
educational effect of an interviewing assignment. The students were able to recognize strong points of elders by
“identifying the present state of the students with their stories” and “hearing such stories with an awareness of
their own futures” as individuals. However, the students occasionally “interpreted the stories of the elderly people
based on their own values”, suggesting that it would be important to consciously reflect on one’s own values,
conscious awareness, and personal feelings to better understand the difference between fact and interpretation. As
a result, the students succeeded in forming a positive image of elderly people by “knowing their interpretations”
of the changing times, background, and illness experiencing and “comparing this with the conventional images of
elderly people”. Thus, the students learned through their voluntary viewpoint, a better understanding of elderly
people, suggesting that it is important ‘for teachers to just follow these spontaneous actions of students’.

Key words : elderly people’s understanding, students’ viewpoint of learning, interview
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